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SUBJECT: NATIONAL DAY MESSAGE 
REF: (A) LISBON 2296 (B) LISBON 2306 

1. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT FORD 
TO PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES ON OCCASION OF PORTUGUESE 
NATIONAL DAY, APRIL 25. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT I EXTEND TO YOU 
CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
DAY OF PORTUGAL. THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA JOIN ME IN WELCOMING THE HOLDING OF FREE ELECTIONS 
ON THIS VERY SIGNIFICANT DATE. WE LOOK FORWARD TO A 
CONTINUATION OF THE CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS THAT 
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HAVE EXISTED BETWEEN OUR TWO NATIONS. SINCERELY, 
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GERALD FORD. " END TEXT. 

3. WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN TO MAKE PUBLIC THIS MESSAGE 
BUT HAS NO OBJECTION IF TEXT RELEASED BY GOP. 

KISSINGER 
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